The clinical course and prognosis were studied in patients with chronic pulmonary emphysema with special reference to clinical features and pulmonary hemodynamics. In 78 patients, right heart catheterization was performed. The period of the follow-up was 4.4 years on an average.
jects with hypercapnea and decreased sensitivity of the respiratory center showed severe conditions, not only with markedly disturbed ventilation but also with considerable reduction in pulmonary vascular beds. Simpson13) reported that abnormalities of SaO2 and PaCO2 were acceptable in the prediction of poor prognosis, especially in patients with SaO2 of less than 70%. Lewis14) reported that polycythemia might be induced when SaO2 decreased down around 70%. It will be considered that polycythemia is an important factor in promoting the pulmonary hypertension and right ventricular failure. However, in our studies only 12% of all subjects and only 4 of 13 cases dying from right heart failure showed Hct of over 50%.
Mitchell15) picked up electrocardiographic findings as an important index and attached importance to pulmonary hypertension and severe hypoxia . Okafuji,16) one of co-workers, investigated the correlation between PAm and several items in the criteria of electrocardiographic right ventricular hypertrophy proposed by some investigators, and disclosed that every case who had 2 or more of the following items showed pulmonary hypertension. 
